News From Belgium 

of women and children with the black flag of 
famme, and shouting “Brood, brood” (bread), 
ine wmter has been severe and coal was hard 
to get owing to the transport difficulties. But, 
on the w hole, the situationis endu rable, especial- 
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ONA., Zurich, Hay 27 . — An estimated 112 
persons were killed in an Essen arms plant 
explosion which occurred shortly after the 
arrival at the factory of a batch of Belgian 
labor conscripts, it was reported here today. 
Competent observers arriving from Germany 
said the Nazi authorities were displaying in- 
creasing concern at sabotage in factories and 
elsewhere. The sabotage, it was pointed out, is 
most prevalent in plants where imported labor 
is employed. While the Nazis have been unable 
to establish definitely that the Belgians were to 
\ blame for the explosion, they have reportedly 
Xaken savage measures against them. ^ 

P. I?j~3iitie. — Coimt^Adjriea van"der^ Burch, 
president of the International Bureau of Ex- 
positions and former Commissioner General of 
the Antwerp (1930) and the Brussels (1935) 
World’s Fair, who was sent to jail by the Nazis 
some months ago, has been set free. 
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Briisseler Zeitung, 12. V. — The Military 
Court of Antwerp has sentenced the manager 
of a restaurant to two years penitentiary for 
having listened to the British broadcast. 
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New Y orJe Nerald Tribune , Brussels, 9. Vl. 
—Hundreds of male residents of the Brussels 
suburb of Laeken have been arrested as the 
result of the slaying of a German soldier in 
Laeken Park on May 24, it was announced offi- 
cially here tonight. 

The soldier, Budolf Vescly, was hit by two 
revolver shots fired by two unidentified civilians 
who escaped in the darkness. < 

The announcement said that the German ' 
military commander of the Brussels area 
warned that unless the slayers were handed • 
over soon to the authorities other measures 
would be taken. 
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Inbel, 7. VI. Belgians who have managed ] 
to escape from the occupied country confirm the 1 
population’s admiration for the pluck with t 
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which Great Britain is resisting bombardments. 
Everyone declares : “the British will not funk”. 
A new clandestine newspaper is circulated in 
Belgium, it is entitled “Le Beige”. This paper 
is cyclostyled and is issued regularly on four 
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\ 110 London broadcasts are listened to in 
toe whole occupied Belgium and have a great 
influence on public opinion. Here is an amus- 
ing story which is being spread concerning 
broadcasts : a German officer asks a Belgian to 
telj him the time. The Belgian pretends that 
hej does not understand. A little girl who is 
parsing by shouts : “It is a quarter past seven”, 
lfie German is intrigued that she should tell 
hifn the tune without consulting a watch. “Tell 
^JL l4tle k°w do you know that it 
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f the stree t ? It is British Broadcasting time, 
.everyone is at home” answers the child. 

/ The Belgian Military Commander in Bel- 
gium has issued a memorandum to the teaching 
profession enjoining the Heads of all schools, 
oihcml or private, to compel pupils to remove 
pro-Bntish inscriptions which appear continual- 
ly on the walls of scholastic buildings. As a 
punishment for renewed aets of sabotage in 
Mons, the Germans have taken a score of host- 
in’ rT?r Cafes ’ restauranta are to close at 

The bushes of a bank at a citadel in Namur 
caught fire. The Germans have reinforced the 
surveillance as several fires have occurred in 
the immediate environments of : the : citadel: (a 
section of the by-products plant of theCoppee 
factories at Haines St-Paul was destroyed by 
fire, the reason of which is unknown. Large 
stocks became the prey of the flames. Young 
cattle which were turned out to grass were 
attacked by famished dogs at Yves Gomezee, 
some of the ammais were so badly bitten that 
they had to be put to death. 


2. Belgium Abroad 

1) Great Britain 

Ihbel, 7. VI. — The British Air Ministry 
announced that a Belgian airman of a Hurricane 
fequadron brought down a Junkers 88. The 
Belgian pilot was flying with a Polish pilot. 
He attacked at a height of 8,000 meters, braving 
the fire from the Junkers reargunners. He 



